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Distribution Policy (Singapore): 
 
Version 1.0 (dated 01 May 2024) 
 
1. The distribution policy of Motion Picture Licensing Company (Singapore) Pte. Ltd. (“MPLC”), 

operating as a licensed collective management organisation in Singapore, is set out below.  
 

2. This policy may be amended only by a general meeting of MPLC’s ‘member(s)’ (as defined under 
the Copyright (Collective Management Organisations) Regulations 2023 (“Regulations”)) and any 
amendment to this policy that is inconsistent with the Regulations will be void.  

 
Frequency and manner of distribution 
 
3. MPLC will ordinarily pay its members their allocable share of collected licence fees on a calendar 

quarterly basis. Payment and royalty statements are ordinarily sent and/or made to the member no 
later than sixty (60) days following the close of any quarter in which licence fees are collected. 
Subject to the foregoing, payment to the member will be made upon receipt of the ensuing invoice 
from the member (if required). In cases where invoices are not required, royalty statements are sent 
to the member no later than sixty (60) days following the close of any quarter and payment will be 
made within the same time.  
 

4. Unless otherwise stated in the licensing agreement between MPLC and the member, payments will 
be made payable to the member and made to the member in accordance with the agreed payment 
details. Every member has the option to be paid in the local currency where the license fee was 
collected. 

 
Deductions and amount to be distributed to members 
 
5. From the license fee revenue / receipts received by MPLC, MPLC deducts a set percentage (%) 

management fee as determined in each individual contract with a member. License fee receipts are 
calculated on, and reported, net of value added taxes, goods and services taxes, withholding taxes, 
sales taxes, excise taxes and similar taxes. There are no other deductions made by MPLC. The 
remaining license fee revenue / receipts will be distributed to members as royalties provided that 
MPLC has any members. 

 
Distribution to each member 
 
6. The MPLC royalty allocation process utilises multiple data sources and market awareness to give 

a professionally calculated estimate and suitable assessment of the relative market value of each 
our members’ repertoires as compared to the other members in any given market within each 
territory. Each territory contains various markets (health care, transportation, etc.) and each market 
segment contains various royalty pools. Currently, there are two royalty pools, “Theatrical” and 
“TV/All Other”. 

 
(a) The Theatrical royalty pool determines a member’s relative market share based upon the 

member’s theatrical box office revenue in a given calendar year, as reported by a publicly 
available source (currently, Comscore). The Theatrical royalty pool takes into account up to 10 
years of data and the annual data will be weighted as follows:  

 
i. sixty percent (60%) of the weighting shall be based upon each member’s relative 

theatrical box office revenue share for the immediately prior calendar year using data 
obtained by Comscore or by another industry recognised equivalent research company;  
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ii. twenty percent (20%) of such weighting shall be based upon each member’s relative 
theatrical box office average for the next two (2) calendar years prior to the immediately 
prior calendar year using the same type of data; and  

iii. the remaining twenty percent (20%) of such weighting shall be based upon the average 
theatrical box office / home video revenue for each such member for the next seven (7) 
calendar years. 

 
(b) The TV/All Other royalty pool contains all other titles including television series, and feature 

films for members not participating in the Theatrical royalty pool (e.g. because theatrical box 
office data isn’t reported). The TV/All Other royalty pool determines relative market share based 
upon selected TV minutes data. Each member’s relative television minute data share for the 
immediately prior calendar year will be determined using data obtained by the industry 
recognised research company, Rovi. 

 
7. The allocation between the royalty pools differs from country to country, and market to market within 

each country. To achieve the most accurate relative allocations according to ‘user’ (as defined 
under the Regulations) viewing, we undertake an annual assessment utilising available viewing 
data (reflecting available rights at the time of allocation), local market research and MPLC’s 
analytical assessment. 

 
8. For independent members without significant publicly reported data, MPLC pays a minimum royalty 

to certain small independent members from the royalty pools. Such minimum royalty payments shall, 
in the aggregate, be limited to no more than five percent (5%) of the royalties, and the actual amount 
of these payments will reduce the amount of royalties calculated in the royalty pools. The 
determination of the relative market share of these independent members is determined through 
market assessment and may also include self-reported data when there is insufficient data from the 
box office or TV minutes data sources. 

 
9. When making a distribution / payment to a member, MPLC will provide the following information to 

the member:  
 

(a) general information about the users and usage of the member’s portfolio; 
(b) information about the period of use for each work or performance in the member’s portfolio; 
(c) how the distributed amount was calculated for each work or performance in the member’s 

portfolio; 
(d) for each tariff scheme operated by MPLC that applies to a work or performance in the member’s 

portfolio:  
i. how often permission is granted under each class of case to which the scheme applies; 
ii. the categories of rights for which permission is granted under the scheme; and 
iii. how often permission is granted for each category of rights,  

 
provided that, MPLC will not be required to give the information to the member if it does not have 
such information because of the conduct of a user and so long as MPLC explains the efforts taken 
to collect that information.  

 
10. After making a distribution / payment to a member and providing the member with the information 

in paragraph 9 above, MPLC will:  
 
(a) give the member 60 days after the date on which the information in paragraph 9 above was 

provided, to 
i. ask for information about how the distribution to the member was calculated; and  
ii. dispute the amount that should have been distributed;  
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(b) provide any information asked by the member in paragraph 10(a)i. above;  
(c) deal with any dispute in accordance with its dispute resolution policy,  
 
provided that, MPLC will not be required to give any information requested above to the member if 
it does not have such information because of the conduct of a user and so long as MPLC explains 
the efforts taken to collect that information. 

 
Undistributed amounts 
 
11. In relation to the license fee revenue / receipts that MPLC is unable to distribute to members, MPLC 

will:  
 
(a) keep a record of these amounts, including the reasons for being unable to distribute the 

royalties to the members;  
(b) take steps towards distributing these amounts, which include identifying the members who are 

entitled to a distribution;  
(c) safeguard these amounts until they are distributed to the members or otherwise dealt with by 

MPLC in accordance with this distribution policy; and  
(d) inform members about the steps taken in paragraph 11(b) and the amounts safeguarded under 

paragraph 11(c) for each financial year.  
 
12. In the event that MPLC remains unable to distribute the undistributed license fee revenue / receipts 

to members despite taking steps in paragraph 11(b), MPLC shall be entitled to use and distribute 
these undistributed amounts for any purpose in its sole discretion.  

 
Collection of usage information 
 
13. MPLC will use reasonable efforts to collect accurate and timely information about the use of a 

members’ portfolio which include:  
 
(a) for each tariff scheme operated by MPLC:  

i. general information about the users of the scheme;  
ii. how often permission is granted under each class of case to which the scheme applies; 
iii. the categories of rights for which permission is granted under the scheme; 
iv. how often permission is granted for each category of rights; 

(b) for every member’s portfolio, the information referred to in paragraph 9(a), 9(b) and 9(d) above; 
and  

(c) if MPLC does not provide information to the member as required under paragraph 9 or 14, 
details on the efforts and/or steps taken to collect such information.  

 
14. If requested by a member, MPLC will provide the member with the information collected in 

paragraph 13 above and/or reasonably explain to the member the efforts MPLC has taken to collect 
such information. 

 
General 
 
15. Unless otherwise agreed between MPLC and the member, the member shall not assign, novate, 

otherwise dispose of any or all of its rights and obligations under this policy without the prior written 
consent of MPLC. 
 

16. Unless otherwise agreed between MPLC and the member, the member shall only have such rights 
as expressly granted under this policy. A person who is not a member of MPLC and party to a 
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membership agreement with MPLC, shall not have any right under the Contracts (Rights of Third 
Parties) Act 2001 of Singapore to enforce any of the terms of this policy. 

 
17. If any paragraph of this policy is or becomes invalid, illegal, or unenforceable, it shall be deemed 

modified to the minimum extent necessary to make it valid, legal, and enforceable. If such 
modification is not possible, only the relevant paragraph shall be deemed deleted. Any modification 
to, or deletion of, a paragraph under this policy shall not affect the validity and enforceability of the 
rest of this policy. 

 
18. This policy shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of Singapore. 
 
 


